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The mission of Humboldt Area Saltwater Anglers is to 
represent North Coast fishermenôs historic and ongoing 
right to sport fish along the Northern California coast; 
advocate reasonable and rational sport fishing seasons 
and regulations; educate our members and the general 
public about the economic and cultural contributions of 
sport fishing to our local economies; and promote 

sustainable stewardship of the resource. 

HUMBOLDT AREA  
SALTWATER ANGLERS 
PO BOX 6191 
EUREKA, CA  95502 
 
 
hasa6191@gmail.com  

 
https://humboldtasa.com/  
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Larry DeRidder - president 

Dirk Pedersen - treasurer 

Ross Taylor - secretary 
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Scott McBain  

Bill Gillespie 

Dan Diemer 

Kent Hulbert 

Lonnie Dollarhide 

 

 

Newsletter Manager 

Joe Polos 
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All photos and articles in this issue are donated by 
HASA members and interested parties.   
 
Submission of article topics and photos should be 
sent to jcphasa@gmail.com. 
 
Comments are always welcome and should be sent to 
jcphasa@gmail.com. 
 
HASA would like to expressly thank our friends for 
their time and contributions to our newsletter .   
 
All past HASA newsletters can be viewed at https://
humboldtasa.com/mdocuments-library/  
 

Please let our advertisers know you are 
a HASA member and their support is  
very much appreciated. 
 
 
This is issue #47. 
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Presidentôs Message 
 
Welcome to the 2022 fishing season!  The ocean re-opened to fishing 
May 1 and, when conditions are fishable, salmon fishing has been 
pretty good with limits pretty common. 
 
Iôd like to thank those hardy souls who ventured out in April for our 
picnic and low-key fund raiser.  Though it didnôt rain, the extremely 
strong wind and low temperature deterred most who intended to 
attend.  For those of us who stuck it out, it was fun to catch up on off 
season news from those we havenôt seen since last fall.  In addition to 
HASA merchandise, there were several tables of used items for sale to 

those who wished to negotiate a hot deal.  See page 10 for photos of the event, courtesy of 
Sherry Klassen. 
 
Remember that the age limit for taking the California boater safety course jumped another five 
years on January 1.  If you are 45 years old or younger you must take the course to be 
compliant.  In only seven months the age limit will jump to 50.  It would be a shame to get 
stopped and turned around by the Coast Guard for lack of a California Boater Card.  By 
January 2025, all of those required to must have passed the course.  In case you are interested, 
the link is:  https://www.boat-ed.com/california/. 
 
In addition to the safety certification sneaking up on all of us, remember that a year ago the 
Coast Guard announced the new engine cut-off switch regulations for vessels less than 26 feet 
long.  Boaters are encouraged to check the U.S. Coast Guard website for additional information 
on this new use requirement and other safety regulations and recommendations: https://
uscgboating.org/recreational-boaters/engine-cut-off-switch-faq.php. 
 
A few weeks ago Tim Klassen (reelsteelsportfishing.com), who represents sport charters with 
CDFW, sent the Board a copy of options currently on the table for our 2023 and 2024 rock 
fishing seasons.  Itôs twelve pages long.  There are eight options -- none of them pleasant to 
contemplate.  The best options listed would still substantially reduce fishing opportunities.  
State biologists insist that there are too few coppers and quillbacks, and these two species are 
driving the intent to limit fishing time.  If youôd like to read the whole thing, email me 
(clderidder@hotmail.com) and Iôll forward it to you.  Options range from permitting a near 
shore (less than 50 fathom) rock fishing season of only two months (July and August), to a 
maximum season of July through November or May through September.  HASA drafted a 
response, a copy of which can be seen on page 19.  Numerous other sport fishing organizations 
sent a group letter, which is duplicated starting on page 20.   
 
If you havenôt renewed your HASA membership recently, 
please do so.  We can only participate effectively with 
government agencies if we have a large enough 
membership base that those agencies will take us seriously.  
When we send letters like these, or send delegates to 
meetings, it matters when we say we represent 300+ 
members.  The easiest way to open or renew a membership 
is via our website: humboldtasa.com. 
 
I hope to see or hear you all out on the water soon! 
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Salty Stories from Captain Phil  

 
ñMr. Quietò 
Phil got a call from a guy that was interested in going on a salmon 
fishing trip.  As they talked, Phil started to become wary of this potential 
client.  While he asked the regular questions of how fishing has been?  
How big have the fish been? ï he then started to ask very specific 
questions.  What pound test line do you use?  What size weights?  How 
high off the water was the boat?  Phil was getting a bad feeling about this 
guy, it didnôt seem like he was going to be happy on his boat, so he 
suggested that he try another charter that he thought he would be happier 
on.  The guy kept asking questions and the last straw was when he asked 
if he could catch and release until he got the fish he wanted.  Phil told 
him he doesnôt do that and hung up on the guy.  That was the only time 
he ever hung up on a potential client, but he just had a feeling the guy 
wasnôt going to be happy fishing on his boat.  
 
As he and the deck hand were getting the boat and gear ready the only two customers that had 
reservations showed up and got settled in.  Shortly before they were going to leave the dock a 
guy came stomping down the dock and asked if he could go fishing.  Phil had a bad feeling that 
this was the guy he was talking to the day before; but he said come aboard.  The other two guys 
were pretty talkative, but the new guy just put his stuff down and stood by the railing looking 
out at the bay, keeping his back to everybody else.   
 
They motored out to the fishing grounds and fishing started out kind of slow.  Wouldnôt you 
know it ñMr. Quietò was the first person to hook up and Phil went over the help him and get the 
net ready.   It was a legal sized salmon but not that big.  Remembering the question he heard 
yesterday about releasing fish until he gets the one he wants, Phil said ñthatôs an OK fish but we 
can do betterò.  The guy quickly says to net it and before the fish is in the boat he leans over and 
starts to get sick.  Usually you feel empathy for a person in this situation, but this guy just 
didnôt evoke that emotion at that moment.  The unique thing was that when the guy got sick he 
was really loud, like he wanted the world to know what he was going through.  Well, there were 
fish to be caught so thatôs what they did.  The other two guys were next to catch fish and as 
soon as each fish was landed ñMr. Quietò announced it to the world by getting sick.  It was 
really strange, he only got sick when fish were landed, not at any other time, and boy was he 
loud.  It was almost as if he was wanting attention by making such a production of his situation.  
Usually itôs not funny when somebody is getting sick, but it started getting somewhat comical 
that ñMr. Quietò wasnôt so quiet when they landed a fish.  Fortunately for all, fishing picked up 
and limits were caught.  Once they were tied up to the dock, ñMr. Quietò grabbed his fish and 
his gear and walked off the boat, not a ñthanksò, ñbyeò or anything.  Everybody just looked at 
each other in surprise and chuckled. 
 

ñThe Coupleò 
A younger couple from San Diego made reservations for two days of salmon fishing.  They 
headed out into moderate ocean condition and started fishing.  While fishing was pretty good, 

the husband wasnôt faring well and started to get seasick, his wife soon followed.  But they kept 
fishing.  Soon the husband went and laid down on the galley floor, his tanned southern 
California complexion now a pasty white color.  Once the boat limited and headed in, Phil 

figured he wouldnôt see the couple the next day.  But as he was preparing the boat the next  
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morning the couple came walking down the dock and came aboard.  He congratulated them on 
being willing to give it another go and told them he really didnôt think they were going to show 
up.  They told him that they had driven up the night before going fishing and only got a couple 
of hours sleep and thatôs why they thought they got seasick.  So off they went, with moderate 
seas again, for another successful day of fishing; no seasickness and the wife was actually 
reading a book after she caught her limit. 
 

ñGraduation Fishing Tripò 
A dad chartered a trip for his son, who was graduating from HSU, and two of his sonôs friends 
while they were up here to attend the graduation in June.  The dad and the soon-to-be 
graduateôs friends traveled up from the Los Angeles area; but as things sometimes happen up 
here, ocean conditions can be good or bad in June, and they werenôt good on this day.  As they 
were standing on the deck having coffee and talking about fishing and the poor ocean forecast, 
Phil radioed a friend of his on a dragger that was coming into port.  He recommended not even 
trying to go fishing since the ocean conditions were so sloppy.  So while folks were standing on 
the deck chatting and having coffee, Phil told them about the report from the dragger and that 
the fishing trip was off.  The dad just kind of stared off and didnôt say a thing while the others 
started to get ready to get off the boat.  Phil asked the dad what was going on, and while 
understandably disappointed, the dad said, ñIôve never seen a party boat not go fishing.ò  Phil 
said he was sorry but that conditions were too rough to fish.  He told everybody that the ocean 
conditions were supposed to be better the next day and that all were welcome to try again.   
 
The four of them showed up the next day and the ocean had settled down enough to fish.  
Fishing was pretty good, and everybody caught their limits of salmon.  The only person that had 
a problem with the ocean was the dad who got seasick.  As everybody was leaving the boat the 
dad went up to Phil and said, ñmaybe it gets rougher up here than in L.A.ò  That made Phil feel 
a little better after the dads comment the previous day about not going fishing because of the 
conditions.   
 

Seasick Remedies 
Some people are lucky enough to not have any issues with seasickness, others donôt like 

standing on a floating dock.  Itôs not fun for anybody on a boat when a person is getting seasick 
and Phil has seen a lot of different things tried: over the counter medicines (Dramamine, 
Bonine), prescription patches (scopolamine), and pressure-point wristbands (Sea-band) to name 
a few.  If you look on the internet you can find all kinds of suggestions.  His advice is if one 

doesnôt work for you try something different until you find the right thing and get out there 
fishing.  Also get a good nightôs sleep and do not eat anything that might upset your stomach 
and take it easy on the drinking the night before ï a hang-over and bumpy ocean donôt go well 

together. 


