
2021 Salmon Season Process 

 

The annual Pacific Fishery Management Council salmon season process is about to begin 

Tuesday, March 2.  During March 2-11, three alternatives for ocean salmon seasons will be 

developed.  These alternatives will go out for public comment and then an alternative, probably 

modified based on public input, will be adopted by the Council during its April 6-15 meeting.  

There will be an opportunity to provide public comment on March 23.  There are also 

opportunities to provide input during the Council’s meeting during agenda items dealing with the 

development and selection of salmon season alternatives.  All of these meetings will be virtual 

and information can be found at: https://www.pcouncil.org/council-meetings/upcoming-

meeting/. 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) held its Salmon information meeting 

last Thursday, February 25.  Presentations included the 2020 spawning escapements to the 

Klamath and Sacramento systems, harvest by ocean and inriver fisheries, and ocean stock 

abundance estimates for 2021.  There was a wealth of information shared and the presentations 

can be found at:  Salmon Meeting Agenda (ca.gov). 

Information that will shape the season in our area (Klamath Management Zone, KMZ): 

• Projection for Klamath fall Chinook ocean population is a similar but a little lower than 

last year’s. 

• Projection for Sacramento fall Chinook ocean population is lower than last year’s. 

• Since both of these stocks are the primary contributors to California and southern Oregon 

salmon fisheries there will be greater constraints than last year to protect minimum 

spawning escapements. 

• Like last year, the 2021 salmon season will operate under the “de minimus” harvest rule 

for Klamath fall Chinook which allows harvest when the minimum spawning escapement 

is projected to not be met. 

 

Table 1 shows the three alternatives that were developed last March for the 2020 season for 

public comment.  Alternative 3 was developed late in the meeting to have an alternative that met 

the Klamath fall Chinook minimum natural escapement floor while alternatives 1 and 2 did not.  

The intent of Alternative 3 was to show the impacts to ocean fisheries on managing for the 

higher escapement target and, in the California recreational fishery, these harvest impacts were 

taken out of the KMZ.  As of last Thursday’s meeting, there was no guidance to include an 

alternative that met the minimum natural escapement floor of 40,700 adults but this could change 

during the meeting. 

   

Due to COVID restrictions the recreational fisheries to management areas to the south of the 

KMZ were closed in April.  The impacts that would have occurred in these areas were shifted to 

the KMZ which resulted in adding August 1-9 in the final season.  
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So with the lower ocean populations, the KMZ salmon season will likely be less than last year. 

But how much less will not be known until the initial harvest model runs are completed and 

seasons are changed to meet the targeted escapements as well as harvest sharing agreements.  

We will know the season alternatives after the March 2-11 PFMC meeting and will provide an 

update as soon as those are developed. For more information concerning the development of the 

2021 ocean fisheries as well as the many reports that will be used to develop the seasons, see the 

PFMC’s web site: https://www.pcouncil.org/council-meetings/upcoming-meeting/.  

 If you have any questions feel free to contact me at jcphasa@gmail.com 

 

Joe Polos 

HASA salmon rep. 

 

 

Table 1.  2020 California recreational season options developed at the March PFMC meeting 

and the adopted season. 

 Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3* Adopted** 
CA KMZ June 6- July 31 June 11-July 31 July 1-19 June 6- Aug 9 
Ft Bragg April 1-Oct 31 April 11-Oct 31 April 11-Oct 31 May 1 – Nov 8 
SF April 11-Nov1 April 11-Oct 31 April 4-30, May 16-Oct 30 May 1 – Nov 8 

Monterey April 4 – Oct 4 April 4- Sept 27 April 4 – Sept 7 May 1 – Oct4 
* Alt 3 was targeting Klamath natural spawning escapement of 40,700 adults.  All other alternatives 

targeted greater than 36,200 natural spawners. 

** KMZ recreation fishery was extended to August 9 because recreational fisheries to the south were 

closed in April due to COVID restrictions. 
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