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President’s Message 
 
Welcome to the 2022 fishing season!  The ocean re-opened to fishing 
May 1 and, when conditions are fishable, salmon fishing has been 
pretty good with limits pretty common. 
 
I’d like to thank those hardy souls who ventured out in April for our 
picnic and low-key fund raiser.  Though it didn’t rain, the extremely 
strong wind and low temperature deterred most who intended to 
attend.  For those of us who stuck it out, it was fun to catch up on off 
season news from those we haven’t seen since last fall.  In addition to 
HASA merchandise, there were several tables of used items for sale to 

those who wished to negotiate a hot deal.  See page 10 for photos of the event, courtesy of 
Sherry Klassen. 
 
Remember that the age limit for taking the California boater safety course jumped another five 
years on January 1.  If you are 45 years old or younger you must take the course to be 
compliant.  In only seven months the age limit will jump to 50.  It would be a shame to get 
stopped and turned around by the Coast Guard for lack of a California Boater Card.  By 
January 2025, all of those required to must have passed the course.  In case you are interested, 
the link is:  https://www.boat-ed.com/california/. 
 
In addition to the safety certification sneaking up on all of us, remember that a year ago the 
Coast Guard announced the new engine cut-off switch regulations for vessels less than 26 feet 
long.  Boaters are encouraged to check the U.S. Coast Guard website for additional information 
on this new use requirement and other safety regulations and recommendations: https://
uscgboating.org/recreational-boaters/engine-cut-off-switch-faq.php. 
 
A few weeks ago Tim Klassen (reelsteelsportfishing.com), who represents sport charters with 
CDFW, sent the Board a copy of options currently on the table for our 2023 and 2024 rock 
fishing seasons.  It’s twelve pages long.  There are eight options -- none of them pleasant to 
contemplate.  The best options listed would still substantially reduce fishing opportunities.  
State biologists insist that there are too few coppers and quillbacks, and these two species are 
driving the intent to limit fishing time.  If you’d like to read the whole thing, email me 
(clderidder@hotmail.com) and I’ll forward it to you.  Options range from permitting a near 
shore (less than 50 fathom) rock fishing season of only two months (July and August), to a 
maximum season of July through November or May through September.  HASA drafted a 
response, a copy of which can be seen on page 19.  Numerous other sport fishing organizations 
sent a group letter, which is duplicated starting on page 20.   
 
If you haven’t renewed your HASA membership recently, 
please do so.  We can only participate effectively with 
government agencies if we have a large enough 
membership base that those agencies will take us seriously.  
When we send letters like these, or send delegates to 
meetings, it matters when we say we represent 300+ 
members.  The easiest way to open or renew a membership 
is via our website: humboldtasa.com. 
 
I hope to see or hear you all out on the water soon! 
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Salty Stories from Captain Phil  
 
“Mr. Quiet” 
Phil got a call from a guy that was interested in going on a salmon 
fishing trip.  As they talked, Phil started to become wary of this potential 
client.  While he asked the regular questions of how fishing has been?  
How big have the fish been? – he then started to ask very specific 
questions.  What pound test line do you use?  What size weights?  How 
high off the water was the boat?  Phil was getting a bad feeling about this 
guy, it didn’t seem like he was going to be happy on his boat, so he 
suggested that he try another charter that he thought he would be happier 
on.  The guy kept asking questions and the last straw was when he asked 
if he could catch and release until he got the fish he wanted.  Phil told 
him he doesn’t do that and hung up on the guy.  That was the only time 
he ever hung up on a potential client, but he just had a feeling the guy 
wasn’t going to be happy fishing on his boat.  
 
As he and the deck hand were getting the boat and gear ready the only two customers that had 
reservations showed up and got settled in.  Shortly before they were going to leave the dock a 
guy came stomping down the dock and asked if he could go fishing.  Phil had a bad feeling that 
this was the guy he was talking to the day before; but he said come aboard.  The other two guys 
were pretty talkative, but the new guy just put his stuff down and stood by the railing looking 
out at the bay, keeping his back to everybody else.   
 
They motored out to the fishing grounds and fishing started out kind of slow.  Wouldn’t you 
know it “Mr. Quiet” was the first person to hook up and Phil went over the help him and get the 
net ready.   It was a legal sized salmon but not that big.  Remembering the question he heard 
yesterday about releasing fish until he gets the one he wants, Phil said “that’s an OK fish but we 
can do better”.  The guy quickly says to net it and before the fish is in the boat he leans over and 
starts to get sick.  Usually you feel empathy for a person in this situation, but this guy just 
didn’t evoke that emotion at that moment.  The unique thing was that when the guy got sick he 
was really loud, like he wanted the world to know what he was going through.  Well, there were 
fish to be caught so that’s what they did.  The other two guys were next to catch fish and as 
soon as each fish was landed “Mr. Quiet” announced it to the world by getting sick.  It was 
really strange, he only got sick when fish were landed, not at any other time, and boy was he 
loud.  It was almost as if he was wanting attention by making such a production of his situation.  
Usually it’s not funny when somebody is getting sick, but it started getting somewhat comical 
that “Mr. Quiet” wasn’t so quiet when they landed a fish.  Fortunately for all, fishing picked up 
and limits were caught.  Once they were tied up to the dock, “Mr. Quiet” grabbed his fish and 
his gear and walked off the boat, not a “thanks”, “bye” or anything.  Everybody just looked at 
each other in surprise and chuckled. 
 

“The Couple” 
A younger couple from San Diego made reservations for two days of salmon fishing.  They 
headed out into moderate ocean condition and started fishing.  While fishing was pretty good, 

the husband wasn’t faring well and started to get seasick, his wife soon followed.  But they kept 
fishing.  Soon the husband went and laid down on the galley floor, his tanned southern 
California complexion now a pasty white color.  Once the boat limited and headed in, Phil 

figured he wouldn’t see the couple the next day.  But as he was preparing the boat the next  
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morning the couple came walking down the dock and came aboard.  He congratulated them on 
being willing to give it another go and told them he really didn’t think they were going to show 
up.  They told him that they had driven up the night before going fishing and only got a couple 
of hours sleep and that’s why they thought they got seasick.  So off they went, with moderate 
seas again, for another successful day of fishing; no seasickness and the wife was actually 
reading a book after she caught her limit. 
 

“Graduation Fishing Trip” 
A dad chartered a trip for his son, who was graduating from HSU, and two of his son’s friends 
while they were up here to attend the graduation in June.  The dad and the soon-to-be 
graduate’s friends traveled up from the Los Angeles area; but as things sometimes happen up 
here, ocean conditions can be good or bad in June, and they weren’t good on this day.  As they 
were standing on the deck having coffee and talking about fishing and the poor ocean forecast, 
Phil radioed a friend of his on a dragger that was coming into port.  He recommended not even 
trying to go fishing since the ocean conditions were so sloppy.  So while folks were standing on 
the deck chatting and having coffee, Phil told them about the report from the dragger and that 
the fishing trip was off.  The dad just kind of stared off and didn’t say a thing while the others 
started to get ready to get off the boat.  Phil asked the dad what was going on, and while 
understandably disappointed, the dad said, “I’ve never seen a party boat not go fishing.”  Phil 
said he was sorry but that conditions were too rough to fish.  He told everybody that the ocean 
conditions were supposed to be better the next day and that all were welcome to try again.   
 
The four of them showed up the next day and the ocean had settled down enough to fish.  
Fishing was pretty good, and everybody caught their limits of salmon.  The only person that had 
a problem with the ocean was the dad who got seasick.  As everybody was leaving the boat the 
dad went up to Phil and said, “maybe it gets rougher up here than in L.A.”  That made Phil feel 
a little better after the dads comment the previous day about not going fishing because of the 
conditions.   
 

Seasick Remedies 
Some people are lucky enough to not have any issues with seasickness, others don’t like 

standing on a floating dock.  It’s not fun for anybody on a boat when a person is getting seasick 
and Phil has seen a lot of different things tried: over the counter medicines (Dramamine, 
Bonine), prescription patches (scopolamine), and pressure-point wristbands (Sea-band) to name 
a few.  If you look on the internet you can find all kinds of suggestions.  His advice is if one 

doesn’t work for you try something different until you find the right thing and get out there 
fishing.  Also get a good night’s sleep and do not eat anything that might upset your stomach 
and take it easy on the drinking the night before – a hang-over and bumpy ocean don’t go well 

together. 

Jeffery Holland DDS 
2332 Harrison Ave, Eureka 

443-2348 
drhollanddds@gmail.com 

For a Good Bite! 
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California North Coast Marine Protected Areas 
 

By Leon Davis, CCFRP North Coast Lead, Fishery Biology Cal Poly Humboldt 
 
Marine protected areas (MPAs) have become important 
research and management tools, aimed at returning at-risk 
or overfished populations to levels that support sustainable 
harvest (Gell and Roberts, 2003).  By serving as zones with 
little to no take (recreationally or commercially), MPAs 
have become useful methods of reducing the impacts of 
fishing pressure on some species (e.g., Black rockfish, Blue 
rockfish, and Lingcod), specifically along the California 
coast.  Many MPAs have benefited species by allowing 
them to rebound from historical depletion, with some 
notable examples including lobster populations from the 
Mediterranean to Australia, and groundfish stocks off 
George’s Bank in the Gulf of Maine (Gell and Roberts, 
2003; Parnell et al., 2005).  MPAs also serve to aid species 
that may be negatively affected by changing ocean 
conditions, as related to climate change, by providing a 
buffer in the form of reduced fishing pressure (He and 
Silliman, 2019).  Effective MPAs help stimulate populations 
of fish and invertebrates in the protected areas, generating a spill-over of individuals which is 
then available for harvest to fisheries outside of the MPA (Gell and Roberts, 2003; Parnell et 
al., 2005; Goni et al., 2008; Harmelin-Vivien et al., 2008; Lenihan et al., 2021).  MPAs have 
also been shown to increase potential harvest and economic value without significantly harming 
the economic state of communities in which they are a part of (Gell and Roberts, 2003).  
 
Previous MPA baseline evaluations in this region only used two years (2014 and 2015) of data 
(Staton, 2017, and Kelmartin, 2018), but now there are 5 more years of data available, which 
allows for a more comprehensive examination of the factors affecting the variability in 
abundance and size of Black rockfish, Blue rockfish, and Lingcod, along the California north 
coast.  This longer data set can also be used to begin assessing the effectiveness of MPAs as 
compared to reference sites where fishing is allowed.  
 
This study includes 7 years of long-term monitoring data (from years between 2010-2019) to 

examine the changes and drivers in Black rockfish, Blue rockfish, and Lingcod populations 
along the California north coast.  I focused on these species because they are some of the most 
biomass-dominant species on rocky reefs in the region and they are recreationally and 

commercially important to the groundfish fishery in California.  MPA effectiveness was 
observed by comparing the effects of protected and non-protected areas on the abundance and 
size of the three species.  The objectives of this study were to assess the effectiveness of MPAs 

with regard to fish abundance and length.  A hypothesis of this study is that MPAs positively 
influence abundance and size of the fishes within the conservation areas, relative to their 
associated reference sites.  Previous studies have determined that it may take up to 20 years to 

see the true effects of MPAs for longer lived rockfishes (Starr et al., 2015), but with 
approaching 10 years of data I hypothesized that we might begin to see the positive effects from 
the establishment of the MPAs.   
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Study 
A total of six sites were sampled for this study along the California north coast (Figure 1), 

including two MPAs (South Cape Mendocino State Marine Reserve [SMR] and Ten Mile 
SMR), their paired references sites (North Cape Mendocino and Westport, respectively), and 2 
additional reference sites (Trinidad).  The reference sites selected for each MPA were chosen 

because of their spatial proximity, habitat similarity, and comparable environmental conditions. 
Each sampling site was sampled from 2010-2019, except in 2012, 2013, and 2016.  

Within each of the six sampling sites (2 MPAs and 4 reference sites), sampling stations 
consisting of adequate habitat quality were defined using 500-meter by 500-meter cells.  For 
each sampling trip, a locally chartered boat from the nearest port was used to visit a site.  Three 
15-minute drifts would be done within the station to cover as much rocky habitat as possible 
before moving to the next sampling station.  In instances where high wind speed, or strong 
currents, would push the vessel out of the sampling station before a complete 15-minute drift 
could occur, the charter captains would re-align the vessel to follow the same drift path, until 
the 15-minute drift could be completed.  All four sampling stations, in a site, were typically 
sampled within 3 hours.  Hook-and-line sampling for fishes was completed with four anglers, 
each using one of four gear types: un-baited shrimp-fly, shrimp-fly baited with cut market 
squid, plastic swim bait (6-12 oz) with shrimp-fly teaser, or a metal diamond jig (4-9 oz) with a 
shrimp-fly teaser.  These different gear types were selected to exploit potential differences in 
selectivity and catch rates, and to mimic the gears that are frequently used by the local 
recreational fishing community.  Anglers consisted of volunteers and paid technicians from the 
local communities.  
 

Figure 1.  Location of 
sampling sites out of the ports 

of Trinidad (Trinidad 
reference sites [REF]), Eureka 
(North Cape Mendocino REF 

and South Cape Mendocino 
State Marine Reserve [SMR]), 
and Fort Bragg (Westport 

REF and Ten Mile State 
Marine Conservation Area 
[SMCA]) along the northern 

California coastline (2010-
2020). Red lines delineate 
marine protected areas along 

the coast, with blue shading 
identifying the three areas that 
were sampled, each with 2 
sampling sites. 
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Results 
To account for unequal effort among ports and years of sampling, CPUE was calculated and 

demonstrated varying trends through time based on protection status (i.e., MPA, reference site) 
and sampling port for each species (Figure 2).  Black rockfish showed a relatively consistent 
CPUE through time out of the ports of Eureka and Fort Bragg. Blue rockfish, meanwhile, 

showed a trend of increasing CPUE out of Eureka, though there was no difference between the 
MPA and the reference sites throughout the years sampled.  Lingcod CPUE out of Eureka 
decreased through time, with negligible differences in CPUE between the MPA and paired 

reference site.  Out of Fort Bragg, Black rockfish and Blue rockfish CPUE was fairly consistent 
across years sampled, but concluded with a slight increase in abundance and differences 
between the MPA and paired reference site; in the last year of sampling (2019), MPAs had 

greater CPUE than their paired reference sites.  Lingcod CPUE was much more variable out of 
Fort Bragg, with dramatic increases in 2014 and 2015, followed by a generally decreasing trend 
until 2019.  However, CPUE in MPAs were higher for Lingcod in 2018 and 2019 relative to the 
reference site.  CPUE of Black rockfish was higher out of Trinidad compared to the other ports, 

with higher values in later sampling years (2018-2019) than in earlier sampling years (2010-
2011).  CPUE of Blue rockfish and Lingcod, out of Trinidad, was approximately similar 
between early and later sampling years.  Lingcod CPUE out of Trinidad, however, was slightly 

lower compared to the other ports.  

Figure 2. Catch per 
unit effort (CPUE) 
by port and year 
for Black rockfish, 
Blue rockfish, and 
Lingcod in MPAs 
(circles) and their 
refence sites 
(triangles). 
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Discussion 
In this study, it was hypothesized that the positive effects of the 

MPAs might begin to be detected through the modeling of 
relative abundance and fish size.  However, strong positive 
signals generated by MPAs were not evident and this could be 

related to the timing of the establishment of MPAs.  First, as 
previously mentioned, Starr et al., (2015) showed that an 
extensive amount of time (sometimes 20+ years) is needed to 

begin to see strong positive effects from the establishment of 
MPAs, and this study is observing the effects roughly 5 years 
after the implementation of MPAs on the north coast, as MPA 

establishment in northern California only occurred in 2014.  In 
some Rockfish Conservation Areas (RCAs) off the coast of 
British Columbia, marine protected areas also did not show any 
positive effects after 9 years of conservation (Haggarty et al., 

2016).  Second, the MPAs and their paired reference sites in this 
study are located relatively far from port (>20km) and in areas with volatile environmental 
conditions for many months of the year.  These characteristics result in reduced overall fishing 

pressure, especially when compared to the MPAs in central and southern California observed 
by Star et al. (2015).  In concert, decreased historical fishing pressure and a short observation 
period would dampen the positive signals that should be expected from the establishment of  

MPAs (Rodwell et al., 2003).  Despite the conditions masking any positive effects from these 
specific MPAs, the results of this study did show that there were some small, but detectable, 
positive effects associated with the MPAs.  Most notably, Lingcod demonstrated slightly higher 

relative abundances inside the MPAs than the reference sites, as well as larger mean size at the 
South Cape Mendocino SMR.  Also, Black rockfish had 
larger mean sizes at both MPAs, relative to their paired 

reference site.  The results of this study coincide with the 
general findings of the CCFRP (Final Report, 2021): 
Black rockfish size was larger in MPAs whereas relative 

abundance (CPUE) was not different from that of paired 
reference sites, and Lingcod relative abundance (CPUE) 
and biomass was found to be higher in MPAs than in 

paired reference sites.  Although the differences are not 
dramatic and uncertainty is evident within model 
estimates, the signals produced within the study warrant 

continued monitoring of the protected areas, given the 
expectation that positive benefits of MPAs could take 20+ 
years to become strongly evident (Starr et al., 2015). 

References  
If you are interested in the list of the references cited in this article please contact me (Joe, 

newsletter editor at jcphasa@gmail.com) and I will send it to you. 



10 

HASA Spring 2022 Picnic 
 
Photos courtesy of Sherry Klassen 
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The Angels at Shelter Cove 
 
By Doc Honey  (aka Michael Holland) 
 
Most Humboldt anglers know about the great fishing opportunities at Shelter Cove.  Most 
would also agree that the greatest obstacle to getting there is surviving the road itself.  The 
last three miles of the journey descend the King Range Mountains and this steep and windy 
road has destroyed the brakes on countless vehicles.  
 
Many years ago, a beautiful weekend was approaching Humboldt County with sunny days 
and virtually no wind forecasted.  Offshore winds were expected, and the air that descends the 
King Range warms up as it lands on Shelter Cove.  This feature often raises the temperature 
into the eighties, and it brings out the T-shirts and shorts.  Cold beer is highly desirable.  I 
made plans to spend the weekend camping and fishing with my wife Charlotte.  We were 
young and bold enough at that time to survive a weekend camping and sleeping on an air 
mattress in the tent.  
 
We survived the trip down there, keeping the truck in first gear and going slow down that 
steep mountain road.  Some guys with trailer brakes would often disable them to reduce the 
chances of their brakes burning up.  The road is notorious for burning up brakes.  After 
arrival, we set up camp and visited other campers sharing cocktails and fishing stories.  
Barbecued chicken cooked over the open pit fire rounded out a most beautiful and enjoyable 
day. 
 
The next morning we moved the boat and trailer over near the office and paid the launching 
fee.  It is extremely difficult to launch a boat on your own there so Shelter Cove has tractors 
that hook up your trailer and take you down the hill to launch.  We were sitting in our boat 
waiting for the tractor, when I noticed one of my trailer wheels was not vertical on the axel.  
Upon further examination, the wheel was just sitting on the axle.  The bearings were gone, 
and the wheel had worn a groove into the axle and that groove was the only thing keeping the 
wheel from separating from the trailer.  
 
A decision had to be made.  Either return the boat and trailer back to the campsite and figure 
out what to do or go fishing.  For me, the decision was easy. The tractor hooked us up and 
took us down the hill to be launched.  All the way down, an incredibly loud squeal from the 
wheel on the axle must have been heard for miles.  Heading out to sea, we again heard that 
horrible squeal as the trailer was being returned up to the parking area.  
 
Fishing was fantastic! Salmon and rockfish were hungry, and it was one of those unbeatable 
days!  We returned to port with limits of fish and called for our trailer to be brought down.  It 
was easy to know when our trailer was coming down, being accompanied by that incredibly 
loud squeal!  Later, at the fish cleaning station, everyone was sharing stories about the great 
day which was enjoyed by everyone.  We shared our story about our unfortunate situation 
with our poor trailer and wheel.  It became apparent that we would have to leave the boat at 
Shelter Cove for an eventual repair, and a repair would not be possible for about two weeks.  
While cleaning fish, one man was listening to our situation with close attention.  He stated 
that he was there to buy a boat on a trailer, and he always changes out the wheel bearings 
before going back home.  He had disposed of the old bearings in a dumpster and thought they 
might be useful for us. 
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Back in the campground, we started on the repairs.  Word about our problem had spread 
through the campground and people came to help.  Someone had a file, which I used to remove 
the ridges next to the groove the wheel had made on the axle.  Other good people donated 
various tools to help us.  My wonderful wife went dumpster diving and found all the greasy 
parts that were disposed of.  Another camper had extra bearing grease and we were able to get 
the wheel back on the axle.  The generosity of the helpers was phenomenal.  No one would 
accept money for their help, but my wife made a few trips to the store to stock up the ice chest 
with beer for all! The repair was successful, and the wheel seemed to be good enough as a 
temporary fix.  
 
The next day was another great day fishing, and then we sadly broke down camp and started the 
trip back home.  We drove a bit slower and checked the wheel quite often.  We made it home 
safely, our boat with us!  When my mechanic checked the trailer, he announced that the 
previous bearings that were placed on my trailer were not the correct ones and that is what led 
to this breakdown.  He replaced the axle and wheel bearings at no charge! 
 
Sometimes, when you’re off fishing somewhere, it’s helpful to have a few angels around! 
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California Current Ecosystem Status Report, 2021 
 
Summarized by Joe Polos 
 
The California Current is the dominant current flowing south 
along the west coast of North America from southern British 
Columbia to Baja California.  It is a cold water current that can 
provide highly productive conditions that support a wide variety 
of marine life which, in turn, support an assortment of fisheries.  
NOAA annually produces a report on the California Current 
Ecosystem (CCE) which is a comprehensive evaluation of the 
following topics: Climate and Ocean Drivers, Focal Components 
of Ecological Integrity (Copepod Biomass, Euphausiid Size, 
Harmful Algae Blooms, Regional Forage Availability), Coastal 
Pelagic Species, Salmon, Groundfish, Highly Migratory Species, 
Marine Mammals, Seabirds, Human Activities (fishing, 
aquaculture, non-fishing human activities), and Human 
Wellbeing.  Links to the latest CCE report and a presentation can be found at the end of this 
article.  
 
The general findings from the 2021 monitoring were:  
• Strong upwelling created a good nutrient supply for the base of the marine food web and 

good feeding conditions throughout most of the CCE, conditions that have not been seen 
since before 2013.  

• Shift to La Nina and negative Pacific Decadal Oscillation which generally indicate higher 
productivity in the CCE. 

• Lipid-rich northern copepods were highly abundant off the Oregon coast. 
• Favorable conditions for juvenile salmonids off the Washington and Oregon coasts. 
• The 7th largest marine heatwave observed in the North Pacific occurred but mostly 

remained offshore of the US EEZ (200 miles offshore).  
• Record heat, reduced snowpack, lower and warmer stream flows, drought, and wildfires 

created unfavorable freshwater conditions for some anadromous salmon populations, 
especially in California.  
 

While the overview is generally positive, information specific to Klamath and Sacramento fall 
Chinook salmon stocks, which make up the bulk of the catch off southern Oregon and 
California, indicate substantial problems.  The PFMC’s Habitat Committee developed a 
“stoplight” table that summarizes important habitat/biological indicators (Table J.2.1) to help 
identify non-fishing factors influencing Sacramento River (Table J.2.2) and Klamath River 
(Table J.2.3) fall run Chinook salmon populations.  The goals for this new summary were to: 
1) illustrate multiple habitat factors in years that triggered the rebuilding plan, 2) document 
how habitat impacts will remain in years after rebuilding plan, 3) identify potential cumulative 
effects of multiple habitat stressors, and 4) identify potential avenues for Council engagement 
related to management actions that influence indicators.  The rebuilding plan covered brood 
years 2012-2014.  Ideally, to have strong production from a brood year, freshwater and 
marine factors would be “good” so the fish could take advantage of both favorable freshwater 
and marine conditions.  On the other hand, “poor” conditions in either freshwater or marine 
environments can greatly diminish production and “poor” conditions in both are typically 
devastating to the populations.  
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For Sacramento River fall run Chinook salmon, freshwater indicators were mixed for the 
rebuilding plan years and the years following.  Most of the freshwater habitat factors for 
brood year 2020 were “poor”. Marine factors have been generally “poor” but somewhat 
improved for the 2019 and 2020 brood years.   
 
For Klamath fall run Chinook salmon, freshwater indicators for the past 8 brood years (2013-
2020) were mixed but with relatively few classified as “good” while many were classified as 
“poor”.  For brood years 2019 and 2020, freshwater conditions were virtually all “poor” 
which will likely impact ocean and inriver fisheries in 2022 to 2024.  Unfortunately, it looks 
like poor freshwater conditions will occur again this year and have negative impacts on brood 
year 2022 spawners and possibly brood year 2021 outmigrants.   
 
For those of you who really want to dive into the details of these tables, see appendix J.2 of 
the report where the information is explained in detail. 
 
Sources: 
California Current Ecosystem Status Report to the Pacific Fishery Management Council: Title 
Layout (pcouncil.org) 
 
NOAA Ecosystem Status Report of the California Current for 2021-22: https://
www.pcouncil.org/documents/2022/02/h-2-a-cciea-team-report-1-2021-2022-california-current-
ecosystem-status-report-and-appendices.pdf/ 

https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2022/03/h-2-a-supplemental-cciea-team-presentation-1-harvey-garfield.pdf/
https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2022/03/h-2-a-supplemental-cciea-team-presentation-1-harvey-garfield.pdf/
https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2022/02/h-2-a-cciea-team-report-1-2021-2022-california-current-ecosystem-status-report-and-appendices.pdf/
https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2022/02/h-2-a-cciea-team-report-1-2021-2022-california-current-ecosystem-status-report-and-appendices.pdf/
https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2022/02/h-2-a-cciea-team-report-1-2021-2022-california-current-ecosystem-status-report-and-appendices.pdf/
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Notes from Newsletter Manager:  Thanks to all of you that sent me pictures, I used all I could fit in and will use 
the others for future newsletters.  I hope some of you will consider sending in a fishing story, I know that 
probably all of you have at least one you could share.  In our continuing quest to make this newsletter more 
interesting to our membership we will continue to ask for article ideas and pictures  to include in the newsletter.  I 
can be reached  at jcphasa@gmail.com.  The deadline for submission of materials for the 2022 Summer 
newsletter deadline will be somewhere around mid-July. Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 
We are also are looking for additional advertisers for the HASA newsletters.  Our newsletter is sent out to 
hundreds of anglers each quarter and posted on our website, so it is a good place to advertise your business.  
Email hasa6191@gmail.com if you or a colleague is interested in advertising in our newsletter; we can provide 
rates for different sizes of ads from business cards to full page.  
 
       Thanks,  Joe  
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My First Striper 
 
By Joe Polos 
 
Growing up in San Francisco my dad, uncles, and older cousins 
always talked about fishing for striped bass.  My dad’s oldest 
brother Alec was probably the biggest fisherman in the family, 
and he had many stories of surf fishing for stripers off of Ocean 
Beach in San Francisco or fishing for them up in the 
Sacramento River delta.  When me and my friends were big 
enough to go fishing on our own we would ride our bikes or 
walk down to the piers and fish for stripers at one of our 
favorite fishing spots.  The pier is no longer there but, if you’re 
a Giants fans that is familiar with McCovey Cove, there used to 
be a long pier that started at the base of the black drawbridge 
next to the Giant’s ballpark.  It ran out for probably a 1/4 mile, 
starting at the base of the drawbridge and going along the walk 
way outside of right field, then it took a jog to the right at about 
center field and extended out into the bay.  Sometimes the end 
of the pier would be pretty crowded with “older” striper fishers 
so we were typically stuck fishing off to the sides, but as close 
to the end as we could, or we would grab a spot when 
somebody left.  We would catch our striper bait, shiner perch or bullheads (staghorn sculpin), 
and get to striper fishing.  We never caught a striper.  We often would get bored waiting, 
switch up our gear, and fish for other things like flounder, kingfish (white croakers), perch or 
rockfish.   
 

But this is the story of the first striper I caught.  My third grade class at Patrick Henry went on 
a field trip to the Maritime Museum near Ghirardelli Square and then we had our lunch at 
Aquatic Park (which is next to the Maritime Museum and the Hyde Street Pier Park with old 
sailing ships).  After visiting the museum, we had our lunch at the beach and were allowed to 
go run around.  Several of us went over to the rocky area of the beach and started turning over 
rocks catching crabs, hermit crabs, sea snails, and “mud” worms.  We let them all go since we 
didn’t have anything thing to do with them or keep them in, it was just fun catching them.  
Since it was low tide there were a lot of exposed rocks.  As we were exploring I heard a 
splashing in one of the pools farther away and ran over to see what it was.  When I got there I 
was surprised to see a striper that had gotten stuck in the tidepool as the tide receded.  I 
quickly pounced on it and grabbed it, hauling it away from any chance of escaping.  I was 
soon surrounded by my fellow tide poolers marveling at my catch and them asking what it 
was.  I knew it was a striper and let everybody know that this was the big fish to catch around 
here.  I quickly dispatched the fish and proudly walked it back to where most of the class and 
our teacher, Mrs. Chamberlain, were sitting on the concrete bleachers.   I don’t recall how 
Mrs. Chamberlain reacted but it must not have been too bad because she let me keep the fish 
and take it home.   
 

So we get back to school which was just a half a block from home and I needed to figure out 
what to do with my fish.  My mom was usually home but not this day.  She was at an 
obstetrician appointment being pregnant with my brother Gene.  She had my brother Greg 

with her, I don’t know where my brother Harry was, probably at a friend’s, and I was 
supposed to go over my friend Alan’s house after school – but I wasn’t going to take the fish  

My dad with me (on left) and 
my brother Harry after a good 

day fishing. 
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there.  So I told Alan I was going to take the fish home and he followed me.  Not having a key 
but knowing the fish needed to be put in the refrigerator, I went down the alley that was 
between the place we lived in and the neighbor.  We lived in the lower flat and I climbed up the 
drainpipes that ran along the outside of the building and crawled into the open bathroom 
window.  I ran to the back door, opened it up, grabbed the fish and put it in the fridge.  It was 
actually pretty big, stretched all the way across the bottom shelf of the fridge.  And off we went 
to Alan’s to play. 
 
So when I got home for dinner the questions came flying.  My parents were just surprised to see 
a large striper laying in the fridge with no note or anything.  Every once in awhile when we are 
visiting my mom and we start talking about what we used to do while growing up she will bring 
up this story and she can’t believe Mrs. Chamberlain let me bring the fish home…probably 
wouldn’t happen nowadays. 
 
Post Script:  We used to go up to the delta and catch lots of little stripers, 12-14”, but never a 
legal sized one.  A few years ago while visiting family in SF I went down to one of the piers I 
used to fish at and listened to the Giants game while fishing.  I only had my steelhead rod with 
me, but it was fine because all I expected to catch was a shark or bat ray.  A school of anchovies 
were swimming next to the pier, so I put a Sabiki rig on to catch some live bait.  I had caught a 
few and wanted a few more just in case the school moved on.  As I was jigging, I could feel a 
couple of anchovies on the line, then my rod almost got yanked out of my hand as the line 
started heading for open water.  After getting over the initial shock I thought this had to be a 
striper since I was no where near the bottom.  Then my next thought was, these hooks are for 
anchovies – damn.  So as the fish kept running I would try to put on a little pressure and wait 
for that terrible feeling when a fish throws the hook.  Eventually the fish started to turn, and I 
was able to recover some line.  But I was getting too happy too fast; the fish decided it was 
having enough of this nuisance and headed for the pilings.  As it got closer to the pilings I put 
more pressure on the line and then, there was that feeling.  I reeled in feeling quite dejected and 
inspected the Sabiki rig.  Three of the hooks were bent straight so I figure the fish, whatever it 
was, got tangled and snagged up in my line while going after the anchovies.  So still no striper!    

Safety Check List for the New Boating Season 
 

When was the last time you: 
• checked and/or replaced your trailer wheel bearings and grease? 
• verified your trailer lights are working properly? 
• verified your emergency flares haven’t exceeded their expiration date?* 
• verified your on-board fire extinguisher hasn’t exceeded its expiration date? 
• checked the condition of your life vests? 
• replaced your engine’s upper and lower unit oil and oil filter? 
• verified that your navigation lights and horn are working? 
• checked and/or replaced your fuel/water separator? 
• checked and/or replaced your water pump impeller? 
• tested your bilge pump? 
• checked the age of your boat battery? 
 

*A long time ago when I took a Coast Guard boating safety class, when discussing the different types 
of safety flares and expiration dates, the instructor suggested keeping the old flares in case you found 

yourself in the unfortunate situation of needing more than the number required.  But he emphasized 
that you always needed to have the required number that were not expired.  
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Humboldt Area Saltwater Anglers Inc. 
P.O. Box 6191, Eureka, CA 95502 

Email: hasa6191@gmail.com 
FEIN #61-1575751 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

29 April 2022 
 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Regional Manager: Dr. Craig Shuman   
Main Office: 20 Lower Ragsdale Drive, Suite 100, Monterey, CA  93940 
 
Re: Preliminary Preferred Management Alternatives for 2023–2024 
 
Dear Sirs: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment upon the proposed options. 
 
Humboldt Area Saltwater Anglers is a 501(c)(4) nonprofit representing saltwater fishermen on the Northern 
California coast.  We have been actively representing the interests of sport fishers since 2008.  Most of our 300+ 
members are located in Humboldt County and pursue bottomfish as part of their regular fishing activities.  
Below we summarize four concerns with the proposed management measure options.  
 

Data Quality.  We’re concerned with the data behind the proposed options.  Does CDFW actually have 
adequate sampling data to support these draconian fishing season proposals?  Or are these proposals 
being made based on a lack of recent data, and thus on a hypothetical worst-case possibility?  Are the 
data recent and consistent state-wide?  It’s our understanding that substantial portions of the areas 
where Quillback and Copper rockfish can be expected to inhabit have been off limits to fishing for 
about 20 years.  If that is correct, then it’s hard to imagine how these species could be overfished 
throughout their ranges.  Would CDFW be willing to host an on-line presentation to the public 
demonstrating where and when sampling has taken place, and present the math behind the proposed 
options? 

 
Statewide vs. Regional Regulations.  We’re concerned that most of the scenarios are proposed to be 

implemented on a state-wide basis.  Historically marine sport fishing regulations have been managed by 
region, of which the state has five.  Implementing statewide regulations for an issue that may be 
important in some areas but not others seem to be regulatory overkill.  North Coast fishing pressure, 
species taken, and marine population structure are much different than in more southern regions.  For 
example, in Humboldt and Del Norte Counties we can hardly fish near shore reef areas without catching 
lingcod, whereas they may be far less abundant elsewhere.  Forcing identical regulations statewide 
seems to contradict what “best science” would suggest could be done.  We would recommend that 
measures implemented would not impose an undue burden on fishers in areas not experiencing 
problems. 

 
Economic Fallout.  Upon review of the eight proposed scenarios shown in “Agenda Item F.4.a Supplemental 

CDFW Report 1 April 2022", we have additional concerns.  This document repeatedly concedes that 
RecFISH projection results of the proposed scenarios are “highly uncertain”.  Given this fact, it appears 
that some of the proposals are unnecessarily draconian.  Scenarios 2 and 2a, for example, would limit 
near-shore fishing to only two months per year.  While the RecFISH model projection of catch results 
may be “highly uncertain”, the economic damage to saltwater fishing-based businesses would be 
severe.  For that reason alone, we believe that options 2 and 2a should not be considered till much better 
data are both available and clearly indicate such measures are necessary.  Option 2 does allow for an 
extended shelf and slope season.  However, forcing fishers to ply deeper waters has the side effects of 
(1) increased bycatch mortality when fish are brought up from greater than 50 fathoms, (2) putting 
fishers at extra risk due to the distance to safe harbor, and (3) increasing fuel consumption to reach the 
fishing grounds. 

mailto:hasa6191@gmail.com
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Outdated Methodology.  Page 12 of the Agenda Item indicates that CDFW’s ACV methodology using 
“proxy” values will be used to estimate in-season catch.  Here on the North Coast, we’ve experienced the 
unreliability of this method for several years as it’s been applied to the Pacific Halibut fishery.  Due to 
systemic errors and the time lag between “proxy” calculations and actual numbers, we’ve noted that with 
this method catch is consistently over-estimated, and the season prematurely closed as a result.  Upon 
much later review of actual catch numbers, the season may be re-opened, but so late in the year that ocean 
conditions prevent fishing.  This is neither good science nor good politics.  Our experience on the 
receiving end of this process suggests that CDFW needs to implement a more timely system of actual 
catch monitoring, rather than relying on proxy estimates. 

 
Based on the above we respectfully request an on-line discussion involving the sport fishing community.  Those of 
us on the receiving end of these proposals would like to see the actual data driving such harsh season reduction 
proposals.  We would also like the chance to make the anticipated economic damage of these proposals clear to 
CDFW decision makers. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Larry De Ridder, President 
Humboldt Area Saltwater Anglers 

Letter: California Recreational and Commercial Fishing 
Communities Request for Funding Coastwide Fishery-

Independent Assessment of Pacific Rockfishes Over Rocky 
Habitats   

 
 April 22, 2022  
 
The Honorable Matt Cartwright    The Honorable Robert Aderholt  
Chairman       Ranking Member  
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice,    Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice,  
Science and Related Agencies     Science and Related Agencies  
Committee on Appropriations     Committee on Appropriations  
U.S. House of Representatives     U.S. House of Representatives  
Washington, D.C. 20515     Washington, D.C. 20515  
 
Dear Chairman Cartwright and Ranking Member Aderholt:  
 
On behalf of California’s recreational and commercial fishing communities, we respectfully request 
funding within the Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Commerce, Justice, Science and Related Agencies bill for 
a much-needed coastwide fishery-independent assessment of Pacific rock fishes over rocky habitat.  
 
Beginning in 2023, recreational and commercial access to California’s nearshore groundfish fishery 
will be severely restricted, due to questionable new assessments that show declining abundance of 
two (copper and quillback rockfish) of the 90 species in the stock complex. Data on these fisheries 
is limited, as existing surveys rely on trawl surveys, which sample a different habitat than where 
many rockfish are found.  



21 

To get a better understanding of the actual condition of these stocks, we support funding for the National 
Marine Fisheries Service to conduct a coastwide fishery-independent assessment of rock fishes over 
rocky habitat beginning in California.  
 
Given the major economic and social value of the rockfish fishery and the seriousness of these closures 
on fishing communities, it is critical that we ensure managers have the highest quality data possible 
upon which to base these decisions. Fishery-independent surveys exist for stocks targeted by 
commercial trawl fisheries. There is no less need for such surveys for the distinct stocks targeted by 
recreational and non-trawl commercial fisheries.  
 
We therefore respectfully request the inclusion of the following report language within the line item for 
NMFS Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys, and Assessments:  
 
Fishery-Independent Stock Assessment of Rock Fish Species in Non-Trawl Fisheries – Pacific rock 
fishes inhabiting rocky habitat are an indispensable component of recreational and non-trawl 
commercial fisheries on the west coast. However, fishery-independent surveys of these stocks are 
excluded from existing coastwide trawl surveys because they are generally inaccessible to trawl gear. 
This leads to less reliable stock assessments, increased management uncertainty and significant loss of 
opportunity to recreational and non-trawl commercial fisheries. Regular fishery-independent data 
collection and analysis will improve the quality and reliability of stock assessments, prevent overfishing, 
and reduce management uncertainty. Assessments conducted in 2021 relying only on limited fishery-
dependent data streams for these species will result in large closures in California fisheries in 2023 and 
2024 and significant harm to coastal communities. The Committee provides $5,000,000 to the 
Northwest Fisheries Science Center to conduct a coastwide fishery-independent assessments of rock 
fishes over rocky habitat beginning in California.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
22nd Street Landing              Long Beach Sportfishing  
Alliance of Communities for Sustainable Fisheries           Marina Del Ray Sportfishing  
American Angler Sportfishing             Morro Bay Commercial Fishermen’s Organization 
American Sportfishing Association             Newport Landing  
Bodega Bay Fishermen's Association            Oceanside Sea Center  
Channel Islands Sportfishing             Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen's Associations 
Coastal Conservation Association - California           Pierpoint Sportfishing  
Coastside Fishing Club               Pt. Loma Sportfishing  
Crab Boat Owners of San Francisco            Redondo Sportfishing  
Crescent City Commercial Fishermen's Association           Salmon Trollers Marketing Association  
Dana Warf Sportfishing and Whale Watching           Santa Barbara Landing  
Davey’s Locker               Santa Cruz Commercial Fishermen’s Association  
Fisherman’s Landing              Seaforth Sportfishing  
Golden Gate Fishermen’s Association            South Bay Cable / Fisheries Liaison Committee, Inc.  
H&M Landing               Sportfishing Association of California  
Helgren’s Sportfishing              Stardust Sportfishing  
Hooks Sportfishing              Ventura Sportfishing  
Humboldt Fishermen’s Marketing Association  
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Salmon News from CDFW 
 
In April, DWR and CDFW staff began work to remove vegetation from 
a key migratory path for adult spring-run Chinook salmon in the Sutter 
Bypass that runs parallel to the Sacramento River southwest of the Sutter 
Buttes.  Each year, from February through June, salmon migrate through 
the East Borrow canal of the bypass on their way to spawning grounds 
near Chico.  Waters are warmer in the bypass because of the severe 
drought and changing climate and that has resulted in extensive 
overgrowth of aquatic vegetation that impedes adult salmon migration.  
DWR and CDFW scientists are working together to clear this migration 
pathway, ensure improved mobility, and water quality for migrating 
adult spring-run Chinook salmon returning to their spawning grounds.  
A video of the project is available on the DWR YouTube channel 
(Clearing the corridor for Salmon Migration in the Sutter Bypass - YouTube ). 
 
Further up the Sacramento River, returning salmon will find a new side channel with gravel 
suitable for spawning and riverbank vegetation to help reduce water temperatures.  The 
warming climate and dry conditions are leading to increased river temperatures that can have 
fatal consequences for salmon.  The new side channel was designed by DWR engineers and 
constructed by a tribal contractor near Anderson at a location where DWR and CDFW 
scientists observed numerous salmon taking advantage of the calmer waters to spawn.  The 
side channel doubles as a place where juveniles can grow and thrive after hatching and 
emerging from the gravel.  Similar activities to improve spawning locations through the 
application of suitable gravel have occurred in the Feather River, in Clear Creek, and more are 
being planned. 
 
Also underway along two tributaries of the Sacramento River in Tehama County is an 
enhanced research and monitoring project for spring-run juvenile salmon in Mill and Deer 
creeks by CDFW biologists under funding by DWR.  These are two of a handful of streams in 
the Central Valley that still support the unique yearling-type juvenile Chinook salmon, which 
remain in the river after hatching for nearly a year before beginning downstream migration 
and are believed to be the only salmon from these two streams that survive drought conditions 
and eventually return to spawn.  Yearling-type juvenile Chinook salmon were plentiful in 
streams across the Central Valley prior to dam construction and were likely a key factor in the 
resiliency of Central Valley salmon populations. 
 
A major multi-agency effort is underway to assist the migration of winter- and spring-run 
adults and juveniles around dams on the Upper Sacramento River and tributaries so they can 
access historical spawning and rearing habitats that have 
been inaccessible for decades since dams were constructed.  
This summer, DWR and CDFW will participate in an effort 
with multiple agencies, tribes and interested parties to test a 
system intended to collect juvenile salmon as they make 
their way downstream – a critical component of the assisted 
migration process.  This and other similar relocation projects 
are being considered as one of many ways to help ensure 
Central Valley salmon persist through the extended droughts 
predicted for California’s future. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zz45brfKfM
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State, federal, and university scientists are working to uncover new 
information and develop new actions to support and protect 

California’s salmon.  For the last two years, scientists observed that 
many baby salmon are dying before they hatch, or shortly thereafter, 
and discovered the cause was a thiamine deficiency in their parents 

resulting from a shift in the ocean food web, a phenomenon recently 
observed in a number of fish populations around the globe.  While a 
simple thiamine bath has proven effective in alleviating this 

deficiency in hatchery fish, naturally spawning salmon in the rivers 
continue to be heavily impacted.  Last spring, DWR and CDFW 
began thiamine treatments on the large number of adult spring-run 

salmon that pass through the Feather River Fish Hatchery but are 
released back into the river to spawn in an effort to help this already 
drought-stricken salmon population endure the period of altered ocean conditions. 

CDFW regularly 
provides updates on 

items that interest 
outdoors 
enthusiasts.  If you 

would like to 
receive these emails 
you can subscribe at 

https://
wildlife.ca.gov. 
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